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Hello. It's time for the Listening Comprehension Test.

We have 10 questions in all. Let’s do a sample question.

Sample Question:

In front of you, right now, is something that has some sheets of paper on it. What is this thing with a flat
surface on which the exam papers are placed? What is it called?

Well, the answer is “desk,” which is No. 2. OK? Let’s begin.

Welcome to today’s broadcast of Wacky News. Today we have a story about a singing dog. Bernie
is a small brown dog with a very big voice! But he doesn’t make noises like a regular dog. Bernie
sings. When his owner puts music on, Bernie just loves to sing along. His favorite artist is Jim

1 [Cracker. Bernie will sing along from the moment a Jim Cracker song starts, right up until it ends.
His owners can’t listen to music at night anymore because Bernie’s singing is so loud that it
disturbs the neighbors. What a dog!

Question: Who does Bernie like to sing with?

Good morning, everyone. Welcome to Sea Life Aquarium. Here, we have various exciting
attractions. One of them is Shark Cage Adventure. In our shark tank, you can swim with the sharks
in a steel cage which protects you. All you need to bring for this unique experience is a sense of

2 |adventure. We'll provide a training time, so you don’t need any previous diving experience. All the
equipment for the activity is also provided. The next session will start in one hour. We hope you'll

have a great time with the sharks!

Question: What are you required to bring for Shark Cage Adventure?




Recently consumers have become highly aware of the laws of supply and demand. When everyone
suddenly wanted masks, many stores ran out. However, once more companies devoted resources
to making them, masks became available again. A similar pattern happened with toilet paper.
Consumers started to panic when they could not find it on store shelves. Again, the problem of
demand being greater than supply did not last long, but it did scare many people. More recently,
hospital patients were having trouble getting oxygen. To reduce the oxygen demand and allow it to
be available to people in need, many car manufacturers temporarily reduced or halted their
production. When situations like these occur, remember the problem is temporary and be patient.

Question: What problem was the speaker talking about?

Food delivery is becoming extremely common. Many people don’t realize how much more they are
paying for food delivery. The same pizza that people ordered last year costs 1000 yen more this
year. The pizza delivery fees in many areas have also increased by 500 yen per delivery. Many
customers don’t realize that restaurants are charging more for an item being delivered than for an
item being eaten at the restaurant. The restaurants are then adding on an additional fee for the
delivery service. A meal that costs me 1200 yen to eat at my favorite restaurant costs me 2000 yen
when it's delivered to me. This month I've saved money eating that meal at my favorite restaurant

three times.

Question: How much money has the speaker saved this month by not having the meals

delivered?

In many countries, elderly people are respected. It's the same here in Japan where September
15th is “Respect for the Aged Day.” Of course, there are many reasons to respect the elderly.
They were born when our country was not rich, have experienced the Second World War, and
worked very hard after it. They established the basis of our country.

By the way, there is a restaurant which offered a very funny service to senior citizens. The
restaurant offered any food free to customers over 80 years old. However, there was one strict
condition for the free service. The visiting senior customers had to take their parents with them! |

wonder how many customers took advantage of the service. Maybe it was some kind of joke.

Question: Why was the service at the restaurant funny?

The apartment building is nothing new to the modern era. Large apartment buildings are actually
as old as the Hills of Rome. As early as the first century B.C., many Roman apartment buildings
rose to a height of five floors. And they might have risen higher, but Emperor Augustus set a limit
of 70 feet on the height of apartment buildings in Rome, for safety reasons.

In today’s tall residences, apartments on the upper floors are the most popular. But in Ancient
Rome, the lower floors were preferred. Water supply usually did not reach above the first floor.

Question: Why were the lower floors of apartment buildings preferred in Ancient Rome?




[A] : Mike, please come straight home after school today.

[B] : But Mum, today we are deciding the team for Saturday’s match. If I'm not at training today
the coach might think | don’t want to play.

[A] : Mike, you know I've been planning a surprise birthday party for your Dad. | need you and
your sister’s help setting it up, and you have to be here before your Dad arrives.

[B] : Well, | could talk to the coach and maybe leave training a little early so | can be back here
before Dad.

[A] : OK. Just be sure to be home by 5:00! Your Dad might leave work a little earlier since it’s his
birthday.

[B] : OK. See you later Mum.

Question: Why does Mike's mum want him to come home early?

[A] :1read a book the other day on how to improve your golf game.

[B] : Oh yeah?

[A] : Yeah, it said that people who play golf usually try to be perfect.

[B] : That sounds right.

[A] : But it said that when we are like that, we tend to get tense and make mistakes.

[B] : Sounds like me learning English! | always try to be perfect. Practice, practice, practice. It
gets so boring.

[A] : The book said we should just focus on enjoying the game. That way, it will build
confidence and improve performance.

[B] : Do you think that would help my English? I'm so nervous about making mistakes.

[A] : Definitely, if you want to be able to communicate successfully! Why don't you try it?

Question : According to the speaker, what is a good way to improve your English?

[A] : You know, next month grandmother’s 80th birthday is coming up.

[B] : | know. She really likes to celebrate with presents, and I'm wondering what to get her.

[A] : Well, she's always liked jewelry. Why don’t you get her a nice ring?

[B] : I could, but sometimes she complains about her fingers hurting from the rings she wears.

[A] : That's true. How about something to go on that silver chain she always wears around her
neck?

[B] : That's right. | think | can get her a coin that was made in the same year she was born, and
then she can wear it on the chain.

[A] : And | thought you were just going to send her a card.

Question: What is the man going to get his grandmother for her birthday?




[A] : Good morning, Dr. Ito’s clinic.

[B] : Good morning. I'd like to make an appointment please. Are there any openings today?

[A] : Sorry. Dr. Ito is fully booked for today. How about tomorrow?

[B] : Tuesdays are a little busy, but | have some time in the afternoon. How about 2:00pm?

[A] : The doctor is not available then. Tuesday morning at 10:00 is possible though, or Thursday
morning at 10:00.
10 | [B] : Mornings are not so great for me this week. Are there any afternoon appointments
available at all?

[A] : Thursday at 6:00?

[B] : 6:00? That's rather late. OK, perhaps I'd better try to adjust my schedule. Please book me
in for tomorrow.

[A] : Certainly, we will see you then.

Question: When will the patient visit the doctor?

This is the end of the listening test.
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