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It is quite clear that listening is the skill that children acquire first, especially if they have
not yet learnt to read. When the pupils start to learn a foreign language, it is going in mainly
through their ( 7~ ) and what the pupils hear is their main source of the language. Of course,
we also give them as much visual back-up as possible through facial expression, through
movement, through mime and through pictures.

It is worth (qremember too that once something has been said, then it disappears. If
you’re reading, you can go back and check, or you can re-read something you don’t quite
understand. This isn’t possible when you are listening, so when we are talking and the
children are listening, it’s important to say things clearly, and to repeat them. When you are
telling a story, for example, you don’t have to tell it from beginning to end without breaks.
You can re-tell it again and again as you go along:‘This story starts on a nice, sunny Monday
morning. Who’s the story about? Who can we see in the picture? Yes, Fred and Sue.
It’s a nice, sunny Monday morning and Sue and Fred are.... Where are they? In the forest.
Right.  They’re in the forest. =~ And what are they doing? They’re picking berries. So,
it’s a nice, sunny Monday morning, and Fred and Sue are in the forest picking berries. What
happens next? Well ....” and so the story continues.

Because the listeners can’t re-listen in the same way that they can re-read, it means that if
you are the ( - ), you can’t decide how fast you work. Therefore, you have to concentrate
very hard when you’re listening.  Young learners have a very short attention span. ) This is
something which increases with age for most pupils, and you’ll find that the eight to ten year
olds can sit still and listen for ( ™7 ) periods. But it’s important not to overload children
when you’re working on listening tasks.

When we are talking to somebody who is saying something in everyday life, we usually
understand what is being said, and we say so — we nod, or we comment, or we show in some
way that we know what the other person is saying. If we don’t understand, then we usually

@say so at once. We very seldom wait until the end of a conversation or a story or an

announcement and then start answering questions about what we have ( — ).

(Adapted from Wendy A. Scott and Lisbeth H. Ytreberg, Teaching English to Children: Longman, 1990, pp.21-22)
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7+ D eyes @ mouth @ ears @ nose [
4 : @ speaker @ writer @ listener @ reader [
7 : (@ shorter @ easier @ prettier @ longer [
= : (O spoken @ heard @ written @ read [
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1. The famous singer threw the ( ) pitch at the start of the baseball game in Tokyo

Dome.
@ creative @ ceremonial (@ constructive @ ordinary
[ ]
2. Each member of the company ( ) own computer.
@ has his @ has its @ have his @ have their
[ ]
3. When a baby, Taro ( ) sometimes keep his parents up all night.
@ might @ should @ would @ needed
[ ]
4 . The house we live in ( ) repairing.
@ appears @ looks @ likes @ needs
[ ]
5. No smoking in elevators. In case of fire use stairs unless ( ) instructed.
@ moreover © otherwise @ nevertheless @ however
[ ]
6. Please ( ) me for not having written for a long time.
@ admit © allow @ forgive @ permit
[ ]
7. Itsuddenly ( ) me that the boat might be washed away by the wave.
@ noticed @ struck @ thought @ left
[ ]
8. The members told us about the strange experience one ( ) one.
@ for @ in ® by @ with
[ ]
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1. This (days, happy, in, me, of, my, photo, reminds, Canada).
ZOFERZRLE, FAMTA T A TR LIZROEE L WE 2 2 B,

This

2 . What (whether, you, your, is, best, matters, or, do, not).

KE)20F, BRENZRSTHENTH D,

What

3. Would (be, kind, shut, so, to, as, you, that window)?
HOBEZAD T TEIWNETEAD,

Would ?

4 . He (wise, do, not, enough, is, things, such, to).

He

5. Taro (library, studies, the, in, without, never, sleepy, feeling).

KRR EAE CRisR ¥ 25 & TR 72 5,

Taro




. Failure (flowers, to water, them, cause, to, will, die).
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Failure

. It (pianist, saying, Jane, an excellent, goes, is, without, that).
Vr—URTIELLWET =AM THDLILITEFIETHR,

It

. A storm (off, the, prevented, airplane, from, taking).
JRDTZ O OFRATHRITBERE 25 Z L RN TE ol

A storm
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