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My parents were planning a trip to California. As | sat with them at their dining room
table after dinner one evening, my mother introduced a range of options: What date should
they leave? Should they fly to Los Angeles and travel up to San Francisco or the reverse?
Should they travel by car, bus, or plane between the two California cities? Whom should they
visit along the way? My mother and | discussed these various options as my father sat, silent.
Suddenly my mother turned to my father with irritation and said, “Eli, we have to make a
decision.” My father replied, “How can you make a decision if you keep talking?”” He then
picked up an envelope that was lying on the table, turned it over, and on the back listed the
dates of the trip and a schedule. He slid the envelope over to my mother with satisfaction that
he had done his part. After glancing at it, my mother turned back to me and started our
discussion again.

It was (1)a brief exchange, a small part of a pleasant family evening, yet the form this

conversation took reflected clearly that we were two women and a man.

For my mother the pleasure of the trip began with the planning: Talking about the many
options was what | call rapport-talk, the verbal give-and-take that makes family what it is:
intimate, close, relaxed. You might say that for her the whole decision-making process was all
about connecting with each other.

My father’s silence showed not a lack of interest or willingness to contribute but a
different view concerning talk in family. To him the trip was not good reason for talk but a
decision to be made—one he was happy to help make. You might say he expected what I call
report-talk, conversation focused on impersonal information.

@Had | been a son rather than a daughter, I might well have been as puzzled as my

father was by my mother’s desire to go back and forth over every option, seemingly more

eager to worry about the decisions than to make them. Instead, | took my mother’s side,

happily participating in the rapport-talk. I also understood her frustration with my father: first
his silence, and then his way of decision-making.

What goes on among family members is the result of innumerable forces, like
earthquakes moving the earth this way and that. One of those forces is the gender patterns of

talk and interaction.

(Adapted from Deborah Tannen, | only say because | love you. New York: Ballantine Books, 2002, pp. 124—5)
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11 He was anxious to get there before noon.

@© fEHELT B T
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12 Although the team won, the coach said that there was room for improvement.
© = @ S @ sl @ P
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13  The volume of sea ice in the Arctic region is declining rapidly every year.
ONPNIFES @ K¥E @ PFatR @ Jbhi
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14  Preparations are well under way for the party.
O ATV © HTEICHD
@ #TIZHD @ FHRODREETHS
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95  When it comes to playing baseball, he is really fantastic.
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Johniis ( ).
(D asuch good gentleman @ such a good gentleman
@ such gentleman a good @ such good a gentleman
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2 SEENCE T OFETHEA T,
( ) who study in England is increasing.
@ A number of students @ More students
@ Students are working @ The number of students
[ ]
M3 WIEEAOIBITTL R —RE 75T,
( ), he seemed to be friendly.
@O At first @ Fast @ First @ Firstly
[ ]
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I am looking for as ( ) as possible about my sister, who was involved in
the accident.
@ alot of information @ many informations
@ more information @ much information
[ ]
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I could not ( ) the oil stain from my jacket.
(D disappear @ drop @ lose @ remove
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It was ( ) that the audience at the concert was small.

(@ disappointed @ disappointing @ disappointment @ to disappoint
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He has lived in Sapporo for over ten years, so he ( ) the hard winter.
(D had used to @ isusedto @ used @ used to
[

ZDOIRINFINERA T, 3<ISHTOIRS T,
The baby stopped crying and soon fell sound ( ).
@D asleep @ sleep @ sleeping @ sleepy
[

ZORZFHTNEERS NITITFETHEL BT ET,

I will give this book to ( ) wants to read it.
@ anybody @ everybody @ who @ whoever
[
ZOBFITBOLY, LEME THEERTIN,
This food is delicious! I would want to eat it again ( ) 1 were full.
@ after @ because @ even if @ only if
[
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