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(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Effective communication requires the ability to articulate ideas clearly
and briefly. This skill is essential for ensuring that your message is
understood as intended.

@ assess @ ignore

(® express @ compare 1

The manager’s ability to delegate tasks effectively ensured that the
project was completed on time. This approach also enabled team
members to take on more responsibility.

@ retain @ expand
(3 assign @ avoid 2

The adversity the novelist faced during her childhood was overwhelming
at times. However, it only made her more determined to succeed.

@ hardship @ opportunity

® privilege @ success 3

Sarah tried to conceal her disappointment by putting on a brave face
during the meeting. However, her true feelings were evident to those
who knew her well.

@ reveal @ hide
® decrease @ discuss 4

The new software automates recurring tasks, letting employees focus on
complex work, which boosts efficiency and reduces errors.

@ reassuring @ recovering

3 remarkable @ repetitive 5
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(1) a. Anna ( ) after her mother in many ways, especially in her
kindness and commitment to helping others. They both share the same
warm smile.

b. It was raining heavily outside, so she decided to ( ) an umbrella
with her to stay dry during her walk to the bus stop.

(2) a. The child’s face ( ) pale at the strange noises from the dark
forest. He ran home, heart racing with fear.

b. Tom found a small caterpillar in his garden and decided to keep it
as a pet. As weeks went by, the caterpillar ( ) into a beautiful
butterfly.

(3) a. Despite our efforts to reach a consensus, the negotiations ( )
apart at the last minute, leading to a breakdown in communication and
unresolved issues.

b. During the storm, many trees ( ) down due to the strong winds,
causing significant damage to power lines and blocking several main
roads.

Verbs : @ call @ fall ® leave @ look
® put ® shake @ take turn



I

FA1

. [3] & 1)~ Q) OkiEEFiA, % Question IR TAREWYLEELAE, ThE
NO~ODOH» 5F ), v—I7BEREN)IIv—2 LI,
fRER=E. )] 9 [~@)] 11 |, (Beri 12 59)

(1) John : Would you like to see a really adorable picture of my niece Julia?
Lena: Oh! What a cute little girl! How old is she?

John : Julia is six years old and has started to learn ballet and jazz
dance. She loves dancing, just like her mother Sophie. They even
look kind of similar, too.

Lena: Well, there is an expression, “The apple does not fall far from
the tree”.

Question : What is most likely the relationship between John and
Sophie?

They are father and daughter.
They are brother and sister.

They are niece and nephew.

® @ 0 6

They are mother and father.



(2) Rina

Mina:

Rina

Mina :

: ] am so impressed with your English skills! Can you give me some
advice about how I can improve my speaking?

Oh, I feel so embarrassed that you mentioned that. I don’t think
I’'m very good at it. I think I started to improve when I began
thinking in English.

: Thinking in English? How were you able to do that? I have to

translate everything in my head before I say anything.

I’'m not sure if this would work for you, but for me, I listen to a
lot of English in the form of podcasts, audiobooks, and watch lots
of online videos in English.

Question : What does Mina do to improve her English-speaking skills?

10

She listens to a lot of English and that helps her think in English.

She reads a lot in Japanese and tries not to think so much in
Japanese.

She speaks a lot in English while mainly thinking in Japanese.

She writes a lot in Japanese and then tries listening more in

English.




(3) Makoto : Thank you for sharing your lunch with me. This is absolutely
delicious! What is it?

Raji : It is called “mooli paratha” and it’s one of my mother’s special
dishes. “Paratha” is a kind of Indian flatbread, like a tortilla,
and “mooli” is a white root vegetable that you call “daikon” in
Japanese.

Makoto : Do you mean you have “daikon” in your country, too?

Raji : Well, I could ask you the same question : Do you have mooli
in your country, too?

Question : What does Raji explain about “mooli paratha”?

11

(@O He explains to Makoto that although “mooli” and “daikon” look
the same, they are quite different.

@ He explains to Makoto that it contains a vegetable that is similar
to one in Japan.

® He tells Makoto that it is a dish that is similar to many dishes
cooked in Japan, but his mother makes it, too.

@ He tells Makoto that his mother made this special dish without
using any vegetables that are grown in Japan.
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For the past 75 years in global public health, one of the major priorities
has been exponential*! population growth and Malthusian** concerns that the
supply of food on the planet won’t be able to keep up. In 1951, the world’s
population was 2.5 billion, which increased to 4 billion by 1975, 6.1 billion
by 2000, and 8 billion by 2023. Governments in the two most populous
countries, India and China, even <1>implemented, respectively, draconian*’

policies such as forced sterilisation** and a one-child restriction.

It now seems that many nations have switched to (w ) about the

(0 ) problem. Findings published last month from the Global Burden of

Disease study, which examines epidemiological*® trends across the world,
note that fertility rates are falling in most countries. This can be seen as a
public health success: lower fertility rates tend to reflect fewer children
dying in the first 10 years of life, and an environment that protects women’s
bodily autonomy*® and access to birth control, as well as girls’ education.
Having mainly planned pregnancies is seen as societal*” progress.

But if low fertility is , sustained, as the Global Burden of Disease study
discusses, population decline follows roughly a generation later. In 2021,
110 countries were below replacement-level fertility. By 2050, the authors
estimate population numbers will be falling in 155 countries. ; The problem

1s that with ageing populations, economies will struggle to have enough

young workers to take up necessary jobs and to pay taxes and social

security.

Yet the problem of low fertility isn’t true for every part of the world:
sub-Saharan Africa’s population is expected to keep growing. That region
will have too many young people, and the rest of the world will have too

few. One rational response to this demographic imbalance is for countries in




population decline to encourage immigration from Africa. Does it matter
where people come from, as long as they want to contribute ( 7 ) the
workforce of a country and assimilate themselves and their children into the
community? Aren’t we all human?

The immigration solution has faced ,pushback. For instance, the
Hungarian prime minister, Viktor Orbéan, has said, “Migration for us is
surrender.” If you feel uncomfortable with this notion of a growing black or
brown population, it’s worth asking what exactly this disquiet*® is about:
skin colour? External appearance? Fear of another culture, or religion,
taking over?

The other proposed solution has been trying to encourage people to have
more children: some countries have ,launched marketing campaigns
encouraging people to have children while others have offered financial
incentives. In Taiwan, a presidential candidate suggested giving people a
free pet if they have a baby, while Italy and Greece have offered per-child
baby bonuses. Since 2006, the South Korean government has invested
$270 billion (£214 billion) into social and economic programmes encouraging
higher fertility.

So far, none of these efforts seem to have made fertility rates rise. In
fact, South Korea’s birthrate fell to a new record low in 2023. There are
clear obstacles to  address, such as the cost of raising a child (including
childcare, food, education, clothes), the negative financial impacts of taking
parental leave, the huge time investment of being an unpaid carer, including
sleep deprivation — and the anxiety of bringing a child into an uncertain
world, grappling with the climate crisis, war and conflict.

While public policy interventions have been used in an attempt to tackle
some of the factors putting off potential parents, no one seems to have come
up ( 4 ) a programme that can reverse the overall trend. The basic fact

is that women now have a choice that they didn’t have in previous



generations: socially, it’s now acceptable and feasible, with widespread birth
control, to decide against child-raising. Studies have shown that women who
are unmarried and childless are the happiest subgroup in the population. In
addition, research indicates that people who don’t have children tend to
report higher life satisfaction; in short, “having children is bad for quality
of life ... until they move out” (of course this picture becomes more
complicated depending on the specific demographic and individual
interviewed) .

o While it’s clear that there’s a ( ) demographic trend in decreasing

fertility, seeing it only as a failure of public policy would be wrong. Lower

fertility reflects the success of women’s education and equal employment,
gender equality, access to contraceptives and options, and people being able
to make choices based on the kind of happy life they want to live.

But it’s also true that if people want to have children, governments should
remove the financial and practical blocks that often make it an impossible
choice. So far, however, even extensive support hasn’t put any rich country
back on track to grow its population in the future. This means we must
think about immigration as a solution, too, including tackling where
resistance to immigration comes from — and how to have a nuanced and

balanced debate without making racial concerns the focal point.

i 2 Devi Sridhar “When desperate measures to persuade women to have children fail, it’s
time for fresh thinking” Guardian, April 22, 2024. (—¥FeHH)
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(1) @ printed out @ carried out ® put off @ killed off
(2) @ imagined @ advertised 3 publicized @ maintained
(3) @ support @ success ® resistance @ achievement
(4) @ begun @ abandoned @ stopped ® interrupted
(5) @ speak @ sleep ® handle @ write
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@ surprising @ delightful 3 concerning @ playful
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The vast trade networks of the Silk Roads carried more than just
merchandise and precious commodities. In fact, the constant movement and
mixing of populations brought about the widespread transmission of
knowledge, ideas, cultures and beliefs, which had a profound impact on the
history and civilizations of the Eurasian peoples. Travellers along the Silk
Roads were attracted not only by trade but also by the intellectual and
cultural exchange taking ( 7 ) in cities along the Silk Roads, many of

which developed into  hubs of culture and learning. Science, arts and

literature, as well as crafts and technologies were thus shared and
(Z)disseminated into societies along the lengths of these routes, and in this
way, languages, religions, and cultures developed and influenced ( £ )
another.

Silk is a textile of ancient Chinese origin ( 7 ) from the protein fibre
( = ) by the silkworm as it makes its cocoon. The cultivation of
silkworms for the process of making silk, known as sericulture, was,
according to Chinese tradition, developed sometime around the year 2,700
BCE. Regarded as an extremely high value product, silk was reserved for
the exclusive usage of the Chinese imperial court for the making of cloths,
drapes, banners, and other items of prestige. Its production technique was a
fiercely guarded secret within China for some 3,000 years, with imperial
decrees*' sentencing to death anyone who revealed to a foreigner the
process of its production. Tombs in Hubei province dating from the 4th and
3rd centuries BCE contain the first complete silk garments as well as
outstanding examples of silk work, including brocade, gauze and

embroidered silk.




At some point (d ) the Ist century BCE, silk ( ) @ ) to the

Roman ( ), where it was considered an exotic luxury that became

extremely popular, with imperial edicts** being issued to control prices.
Silk’s popularity continued throughout the Middle Ages, with detailed
Byzantine regulations for the manufacture of silk clothes, illustrating its
importance as a quintessentially royal fabric and an important source of
revenue for the crown. Additionally, the needs of the Byzantine Church for
silk garments and hangings were substantial. This luxury item was thus one
of the early impetuses for the development of trading routes from Europe
to the Far East.

Knowledge about silk production was very valuable and, (4)despite the

efforts of the Chinese emperor to keep it a closely guarded secret, it did

eventually spread beyond China, first to India and Japan, then to the

Persian Empire and finally to the west in the 6th century CE.

L : Zhaowen, Guo. “About the Silk Roads.” Silk Roads Programme, UNESCO, 2023,
https://en.unesco.org/silkroad/about-silk-roads. (—&# &)

*I decree(s) : (Bff EI2 X B)mf. B4H
* edict(s): (B F 7 EARAMT3)Mms. e
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(7)@® part @ people @ place @ power
1)© all @ both ® each @ one
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(1) ® basics @ centers ® features @ eras
(2) @ controlled @ divided ® split @ spread
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(7)® has been weaving @ weaves
® weaving @ woven
(=)@ having produced @ produces

® producing @ produced
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(1) What is the term for breeding silkworms to produce silk?
(2) Approximately how long was the technique of silk production kept

confidential in China?
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Last year, at a school, students received gold, silver, or bronze awards
for their academic achievements. Of all the awards, one-third were
silver, with fifteen students receiving silver awards. The number of
bronze awards received was five times the number of gold awards. How

many students received bronze awards?

A rectangular floor measures 8 meters by 6.4 meters. It is to be precisely
covered with square wooden boards, each with an area of 0.16 square

meters. How many boards will be needed to cover the floor?
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@ Everything is ever-changing in this world.
@ I found his overtly polite manner really offensive.
® Let’s discuss the matter with an open heart.
@ She has a tendency to exaggerate minor issues.
(® Small efforts add up to the achievement of great things.
® The room was filled with agonizing cries.
(@ They tend to go along with the majority opinion.

We can understand each other without words.
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(1) o> THBWTLAXN, FoTZEEICEBGENZ T, [4]

Please leave me alone because (O business @ do

3 has @ nothing & this ® to @ with you). 31

(2) FAAHIS, PAABRETESTEHWVE LA [5]

(® drive @my ®to @ Tom & got (© sister
D1 was) to the station. 32

(3) EZEFRIZ, HOWEDEWS LT, oL EHT3X51cEWSL7.[6]

The doctor (D advised @ cut ® down @ me & on
® sweets @ that to) and do more exercise. 33

(4) 2oL WS DFELTLZX N, 2 DHETZDOF>TNEZEIZONTWTE
HFh,[4]

Please talk more slowly. No one (D are @ can ® follows
® keep ® up © what @ with you ) saying. 34






