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People have pet cats for[ 7~ ] reasons. Cats can be fun. And of course, they are cute.
But that’s not all — they can also be very useful! Cats are natural predators. They are skilled at
catching small animals, like mice, rats, birds, and snakes. Keeping a cat around is an effective
way to keep mice out of your food storage!

Modern cats evolved from at least one subspecies of wildcat called “Felis lybica”. These
arcalso[ A ] as African wildcats, even though they live in Europe and Asia too. Scientists
think wildcats started hunting rats and mice around human settlements over 10,000 years ago.
That’s around the time that people first started (Dfarming. Over time, these wildcats evolved to
enjoy the presence of people. We wanted to find the center of origin for domestic cats — the place
where people and cats first started to live together.

We started by thinking about where cats' center of origin could possibly be. We gathered
DNA samples from 2,001 random cats from 85 sites in 40 different countries. Most of our samples
came from Europe and Asia. We also @analyzed 4 African wildcats and 10 samples from cats
that were likely mixes between European wildcats and domestic cats. We then used statistics to
describe the most important similarities and differences in the cats’ DNA. That told us about the
genetic diversity of cats in those areas. The area with the highest genetic diversity is probably the
center of origin.

Our analysis gave us some interesting results! The places with the highest genetic diversity
are[ 7 ]in the eastern Mediterranean region. Cats who live far apart from each other have
bigger differences in their DNA. Cats from the Americas, Australia, Kenya, and Tunisia are
closely related to European cats. That’s because Europeans colonized these places in the past.

The story of cats spreadingout[ = ] the world mirrors the story of human migration.
Our results tell us that cat domestication probably (3begin in the eastern Mediterranean. Today
there are cats on every continent except for Antarctica. But their DNA still connects them to their

center of origin in the eastern Mediterranean!

(Adapted from Lyons, L.A., Nilson, S.M., Decker, J.E., et al. Where did cats first start living with
people? Social Science Journal for Teens, April 2023.
https://www.sciencejournalforkids.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/cats_article.pdf)
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7 @ lots @ every @ many @ most [
4 : @O known @ called ® understood @ said [
7 : O most @ mostly @ many @ more [
=: (O through @ on @ inside @ along [
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(a) “Felix lybica” 13 & ®D 3 KFEIZAEL L TWDH D,
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Last week they ( ) a lot of rain in France.
@ had @ fell @ rained @ was
[ ]
How long does your bento ( ) to make?
@ last @ take @ cook @ have
[ ]
I dropped my smartphone and the screen cracked ( ) pieces.
@ into @ inside @ many @ with
[ ]
I spilled some fruit juice on my brand-( ) shirt.
(D white @ clean @ new @ best
[ ]
Actually, I’ve already ( ) that movie.
@ been @ looked @ went @ seen
[ ]
My best friend gets the ( ) grades in her class.
@ biggest @ most @ highest @ tallest
[ ]
He used her bike ( ) asking permission.
@D not @ without @ didn’t @ unless
[ ]
Okinawa has warm weather all year ( ).
@ round @ total @ together @ down
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The (are, typhoon, trains, late, a, because, running, of).
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I (English, study, addition, in, to, German, to, want).
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She (semester, hard, this, working, is).

She

. MRTCHAT T A DI KRER‘R BV T,
Traveling (is, by, lot, fun, boat, of, a).

Traveling

. FAOKNITIRFETILFE AT L TV D,

My (chemistry, is, at, friend, university, studying).

My
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Everybody (is, in, smiling, picture, the).

Everybody

7. FANTEWAT KO RNNT DI RGFE T,

I (ones, like, red, better, white, than, roses).

8. RATHE W E & LSHEZE L7,
I (played, when, often, baseball, young, was, I).
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