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(1) After a long day at work, loud music from my neighbor’s house was the
last thing I wanted. The noise started to irritate me.

D answer @ bother @) cover @ wonder 1

(2) The scientists were excited about the new research project on climate
change. They were ready to undertake this challenging task.

(D abandon @ begin @ forget @ leave 2

(3) A recent movie’s controversial theme sparked debates among its
audience. It has provoked conflicting opinions about the subject matter.

@ caused @ discouraged @ ignored @ silenced 3

(4) The virus spread quickly among the unvaccinated population. Within a
week, there were outbreaks in the community.

@ addictions @ eruptions (® migrations @ reductions 4

(5) My grandmother had been waiting for our family reunion for a long
time. When we finally gathered, her tears of joy and the heartfelt
speech she gave were incredibly touching.

@ disturbing @ horrifying & moving @ rolling 5
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(1) a.

Walking from the city center to the station ( ) me about an hour.
It’s quite a distance, but it gives me a good workout.

. There’s a societal expectation, often ( ) for granted, that we

should always offer our seat to an elderly person when we’re on the
train. 6

. This is the wonderful news that we’ve been waiting for! The enemy

has finally ( ) in and surrendered. It’s a moment of great relief
for us all.

. Their tremendous and consistent efforts have paid off, and have ( )

birth to such an incredible invention. -

. Be sure to keep a close eye on your small child in a crowded park to

avoid () sight of him or her.

. The watch she purchased recently seems to ( ) a couple of
minutes each day, for some unknown reason. 8
. It is sometimes fascinating to ( ) what happens between people

with completely different personalities.

. He is not the sort of person who likes to be ( ) off, but this time

he was actually happy to say goodbye. 9

Verbs: @ bear @ bring ® catch @ gain ® give

® lose @ make see © stay take
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This is a small hard fruit with a very hard shell that grows on trees.

This is a long curved tropical fruit with yellow skin that grows on
trees.

This is a fruit with firm yellow skin, sour juice, and an oval shape.

This is a firm round fruit that has red, light green, or yellow skin and
is whitish inside.

This is a small round dark red fruit with a long thin stem and a large
seed.

This is a large tropical fruit with thick rough skin and a bunch of stiff
leaves on top.

This is a small round green or purple fruit that grows in bunches on a
vine.

This is a soft red juicy fruit with small pale seeds on its surface that
grows on a low plant.
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(1) Rina

Ms. Toomey :

Rina

Ms. Toomey :

: Ms. Toomey, do you have time to chat? I really want to

share with you some of my experiences of studying abroad
in Canada.

Welcome back to Japan, Rina! I would love to hear about
it, but could you give me about an hour? I'm in an online
meeting at the moment, and then I need to finish grading
these assignments.

: Oh, 'm sorry to bother you! I saw the light on in your

office, so I thought I would stop by, but I can see that
you are busy. I’ll come back later, then.

I’'m very happy to see you again, and I'm really looking
forward to hearing about your experiences. See you soon!

Question : What is the relationship between Ms. Toomey and Rina?

14

@ It seems that Ms. Toomey is one of Rina’s teachers who taught her
in the past.

@ It seems that Ms. Toomey is Rina’s student, and they first met in

Canada.

® It seems
Canada.

@ It seems
Japan.

that Rina is Ms. Toomey’s mother who was living in

that Rina is Ms. Toomey’s sister who is now living in



(2) Professor : Now that you have graduated from university, how is your
new life as a member of society?

Yusuke :To be honest, working for a company is much harder than
being a student. I wish I was a student again!

Professor : That means that working for a company is no bed of roses,
right?

Yusuke : You could say that again! I really wish I could go back to
my university days!

Question : What does the professor imply by his comment about working
for a company?

15

@D He implies that being a company employee is like sleeping on a bed
of flowers which smells so nice.

@ He implies that being a company employee is not nearly as difficult
as being a student.

(® He implies that working as an employee is preferable to working
part-time in a flower shop any day.

@® He implies that working as an employee requires much more effort
compared to being a student.




(3) Kaito : I really want to make a lot of money and become super rich. I'm
thinking of creating my own company.

Kika : That sounds really cool! However, I think it’s important that
you have a concrete idea and not just some half-baked plan.

Kaito : Don’t worry, I have some really good ideas that are quite
unique.

Kika : Well, just having unique ideas is not enough. You really need to
think and carefully plan if you want to be an entrepreneur.

Question : What advice does Kika give to Kaito about being successful?

16

@O She advises that creating your own company is similar to baking
with concrete, which means it is very hard.

@ She implies that starting a company like a restaurant requires you
to have more unusual ideas than other people.

3 She recommends that if you want to start your own business, it is
important to consider many things in much detail.

@ She suggests that if you want to be rich, you need to open a
business like a bakery or a fancy restaurant.



(4) Yozo : Did you hear the news? The midterm exam scheduled for next
week has been postponed.

Riku : Are you kidding me? That’s music to my ears, but how do you
feel about that?

Yozo : Actually, I really like taking exams. The results show me how
much I have understood and learned in the class, so I'm not
pleased at all.

Riku : I know what you mean, but I haven’t been studying very hard this
time, so I cannot feel the same way.

Question : How does Riku feel about the news of the exam?

17

D He really is surprised to hear that the exam is going to be all about
music.

@ He really prefers taking exams to listening to music, so it’s good
news.

(® He really wants to take the exam, so he is upset that it has been
rescheduled.

@ He really worries about taking exams, so he is quite pleased with
the news.
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If you watch a lot of British TV or read a lot of British news — you’ve
probably heard the phrase ‘National Trust’ quite a bit. The truth is the
National Trust is one of the most important organizations in Britain,
safeguarding its culture and heritage for everyone to enjoy. But how was it
founded, and what exactly IS the National Trust?

The National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty,
also known as just the National Trust, is one of the largest charities in all
of the United Kingdom. It operates a wide variety of properties throughout
England, Wales, and Northern Ireland and has been in existence since 1895.

o ) a good guide to the National Trust when you arrive in England

can provide you with lots of informationon (w ) (t ) see.

The variety of properties that the National Trust cares for is pVirtually

(
endless, from immense and beautiful castles to small country gardens. You
will find that there are factories, workhouses, benches, lakes, and cottages
all owned by the National Trust. When a piece of property is given to or

taken over by the National Trust, it’s granted ,inalienable rights to it,

which means that the National Trust will own it forever (this is enshrined
by an Act of Parliament).

Much like the National Park system in the United States, the National
Trust owns and manages a large portion of the natural park areas of the
country (but the National Trust is a private charity). From a huge portion
of the Lake District to the Peak District National Park, the National Trust
is ,in charge. It actually owns almost twenty percent of the coast of
England, Wales, and Northern Ireland and is constantly trying to gain more

of it (the Crown Estate is the biggest owner of coastline in Britain).



The National Trust does not operate in Scotland, as Scotland has its own

version, the National Trust for Scotland, but ,the two organizations are

known to work hand in hand on certain projects and are structured in a

similar way.

For a visitor to the United Kingdom, the guide to the National Trust is
like a virtual tour guide. They provide many printed materials and online
resource guides that can lead someone on a tour of various trees, grasses,
animals, homes, or other properties. Interestingly enough, two of the
National Trust’s most popular attractions are the childhood homes of Sir
Paul McCartney and John Lennon.

The National Trust is a pure non-profit organization, which means it
relies solely on annual donations and receives no funds from the government.
Although it was founded over a century ago, it wasn’t until 1993 that it

received its formal non-profit status.  On top of employing quite a few

people, it also has an army of volunteers who work at the various

properties.

Its mission statement states that its purpose is for the preservation of
lands, tenements (buildings), animal and plant life. It also serves to protect
individual pieces of furniture, art, or gifts that have a particular national
significance. Its official motto is: “For ever, for everyone.” Which is rather
beautiful in its simplicity and meaning.

One of the primary benefactors of the National Trust, and for whom its
headquarters is named, was Beatrix Potter, who was the British author of
The Tale of Peter Rabbit. She was an ardent conservationist and left much of
her property and funds to what was then a very young National Trust.

As the big estates in England began to be broken up early in the 20th
century due to heavy taxes, the easiest way for the landed gentry to avoid
taxes was to donate their estates to the National Trust. Oftentimes, the

families could continue to live in the properties as custodians®, often for




generations to ( A ).
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(2) @ falsely @ hardly 3 nearly @ vainly 18

(3) @ rights that cannot be changed
@ rights that cannot be concealed
(® rights that cannot be preserved

@ rights that cannot be recognized 19
(4) @ challenging (@ managing
® pressing ® wanting 20
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In (a ) to employing a significant (n ) of employees, it also has a

(1 ) of volunteers who work at the different properties.
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O Estate owners are trying to avoid proposals from the National
Trust due to its heavy taxes.

@ John Lennon’s childhood home is one of the most popular properties
of the National Trust.

(3 Peter Rabbit left his large properties to the National Trust as one
of its founding members.

@ The government gives a bigger donation to the National Trust than

the Crown Estate does.




M8 ARNOWNEELE—HTHED%E, O~ODH» 51 DEN, Y—IVBEAK
(Nicvw—2r Lk X\,
HET 3.1 23 |.

O F¥aF- b7 A MI 199341, JEEFIFIARE UTOMN &% 72,

@ F¥aFi- b T2 ML BUFEBE L LT EIARSE2ERL TW5,

® F¥aFi- bTAMI FEERTANENT, MOLL 2208 2 T
W3,

@ FyaFi-bIAMNE EICE > TEEAEMEROBRA L T-> T 5,



(6]

ROFL Zegidr, B 1 ~H 6 ICFELE I,
(Fdrd 47 5)

When Theresa MacPhail was four, her brother was killed in an accident.
When she was 14, her mother died in a car crash. And when she was 24, her
father died from anaphylactic shock after a bee flew in through the open
window of his truck and stung him in the neck. For anyone else, these
devastating experiences would almost certainly have been psychologically
(catastrophic. “I have several friends who are psychology professors, and
they’re always saying, ‘No ooffence but, by rights, you should be a drug
addict, or have severe emotional issues,”” she says, smiling, over Zoom from
her home in New York, wearing a cheerful sweatshirt covered in luminous
kittens.

Instead, MacPhail decided to use what she’d been through as the
» bedrock for her PhD at UC Berkeley, and then her career as a medical
anthropologist. She laughs. “I'm like the doyenne' of death. I have been
thinking my whole life about the things that make people ill and pass away,

because of my history. wThese are the waters I've been in since I was a
kid. Rather than ignoring it, I decided to go at all my fears and insecurities
about mortality. And then I basically made it my profession.”

Much of MacPhail’s anthropological research has been into our collective
fear of viruses, but six years ago and in her late 40s, repeated chest

infections led to her unexpectedly being diagnosed with respiratory

allergies. “When you’re 24, you think you’re invincible, so i the only time I

thought about whether I had the same allergy as my dad was when a bee

came near me. But after I was diagnosed, I told all my friends about trying

to figure out what I’'m allergic to, and it turns out everyone has an allergy

story. And then I thought, ‘Wait, just how prevalent are allergies? I had

questions about whether this is just happening to us now, or was it the same



in the past? I found academic articles but nothing accessible. I was
complaining to a friend who is also a medical anthropologist. And that
conversation is now famous in my mind, because he said to me,(a)‘Hey, aren’t

you a researcher? ’”

»Lhe result is a brilliantly comprehensive and highly readable book,

Allergic: How Our Immune System Reacts to a Changing World, five years in
the making and the first ever to track both the history of allergies and the
state of modern allergy science, while also trying to get to the bottom of
how, almost 30 years ago, her father came to be unknowingly and fatally
allergic to bee venom®, and whether she might be, too. If that sounds
outrageously complicated, it was. “Every allergist I interviewed told me it
couldn’t be done. They were all like, ‘What are you trying to do? And I
said, T'm trying to do the whole story.” And they said, ‘All allergies?” And
I said, ‘Yeah’, and they said, ‘Good luck.””

(D ) interviewing practically every top allergist and allergy

(8)
researcher in the world and being comprehensively tested, it is very

unlikely MacPhail will ever know exactly what she is allergic to (u )

she is unlucky enough to have an extreme and therefore very obvious

reaction. Her experience is that of many allergy sufferers. My six-year-old
daughter has a respiratory allergy, and even after testing, we have no idea
why. Because it’s mild and far from life-threatening, we haven’t been able
to get a referral to an NHS® allergy specialist, even though it makes life
miserable. She also had cow’s milk and soy protein allergies as a baby,
making her one of the 48% of allergic people who have more than one

allergy.

1. doyenne: the oldest, most experienced, and often most respected woman

involved in a particular type of work




2. venom: a poisonous liquid that some snakes, insects, etc. produce and
can put into another animal’s body by biting or stinging

3. NHS: abbreviation for the National Health Service. The service in the
UK provides free medical treatment for everyone and is paid for by the

government

i © Seal, Rebecca. “Cats, Peanuts, Bee Stings...the Irritating Truth about Allergies” The
Guardian, May 28, 2023.

Copyright Guardian News & Media Ltd 2025
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(1) @ disastrous @ concrete

(® interesting @ significant 24
(2) @ appreciation @ worship

® disrespect ® misery 25
(3) @ enemy @ base

® award ® mattress 26
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D These are the enjoyable places I've been swimming in since I was a
kid.

@ These are the fascinating subjects I’ve been interested in since I
was a kid.

3 These are the difficult situations I've been experiencing since I was
a kid.

@ These are the essential liquids I’'ve been drinking since I was a kid.
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@O If you consult a database, it is not difficult to find the answer. Why
don’t you double your effort?

@ You are so stupid. Why don’t you give up your career as a
researcher?

® If accessible information is not available, why don’t you write a
book by yourself?

@ Oh, you don’t understand. It must be a difficult subject. Why don’t

you try a different subject?
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In the following chart, four fictional hybrid automobiles are compared for fuel
economy, acceleration, annual sales volume, and driving range. Fuel economy is
measured as kilometers per liter (km/l), acceleration is measured as time to reach
100 kilometers per hour from zero, sales volume is measured as the number of
automobiles sold in 2022, and driving range is measured as the distance the
automobile can travel on a full tank of fuel.

Carname | (Ol omy (km/l) | (socondd) | saies. range fim)

Bolt 35 8.5 10,500 800

Freeus 17 4.5 55,000 575

Iconic 40 6.2 70,000 650

Zeelander 25 9.1 23,000 480
Average | 29.25 7.08 39,625 626.25

(1) Comparing the fuel economy and the acceleration of all four hybrid
automobiles, which of the following statements is true?

29

@O While the Bolt has the worst fuel economy, its acceleration is also
the slowest.

@ While the Freeus has above-average fuel economy, its acceleration
is only average.

3 While the Iconic has the best fuel economy, its acceleration is only
second best.

@ While the Zeelander has below-average fuel economy, its
acceleration is the fastest.



(2) Comparing the annual sales and the driving range of all four hybrid

automobiles, which of the following statements is true?

®

30

The Bolt exceeds the average sales, but its driving range is the
lowest.

The Freeus has the second highest sales, but below-average driving
range.

The Iconic has the lowest sales, but its driving range is the highest.

The Zeelander has the lowest sales as well the lowest driving
range.

Comparing the fuel economy and the annual sales of all four hybrid

automobiles, which of the following statements is false?

@

31

The Bolt has the second best fuel economy, but the lowest annual
sales.

The Freeus has the worst fuel economy, but its annual sales are the
second best.

The Iconic has the best fuel economy as well as the highest annual
sales.

The Zeelander has below average fuel economy and the lowest
annual sales.




(4) Comparing the acceleration and the driving range of all four hybrid

automobiles, which of the following statements is false?

®

32

The Bolt has the slowest acceleration, but its driving range is the
best.

The Freeus has the fastest acceleration, but its driving range is
below average.

The Iconic has the second fastest acceleration, and its driving range
is above average.

The Zeelander has the slowest acceleration, and its driving range is
the worst.
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(1) You shouldn’t bite off more than you can chew. 33
(2) You shouldn’t burn your bridges. 34
(3) You shouldn’t bury your head in the sand. 35
(4) You shouldn’t cry wolf. 36
(5) You shouldn’t trust what you hear on the grapevine. 37
@ Don’t believe rumors.

@ Don’t give up before you try.

@ Don’t hide your feelings.

@ Don’t ignore the reality.

® Don’t interrupt when other people are speaking.

® Don’t judge by the appearance only.

@ Don’t keep asking for unnecessary help.

Don’t make enemies when you leave.

©

Don’t rush when learning basics.

®

Don’t take on too much work.
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(1) EROWRD7=80, FETIANA P EfETF sk 557-.[5]
Sudden illness (O because @ continue @ for @ impossible
® it ® made @ me to) my part-time job.

(2) 892 FTSRFEICEDZEE L, L TEDSDHLT5,[5]
I (O about @ am @ becoming @ excited & idea
® of @ the think) a university student soon.

(3) A7) —OFFEEBITE, LA 2T AV HIALEELERSIZA5.[4]
To hear Mary speak English, (D American @ an
® believing @ for & her ® take @ would you).

(4) dHEI-OZMHIZ, ES5FLALLIBIEALEZEN,[5]
Please (D best @ for ® give @ my & parents
® regards @ to your) .
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